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Tuition holds steady for 2021-22




ate tuition rates for the 2021-
22 academic year will hold 
steady in order to stay com-
petitive during the ongoing 
COVID-19 crisis. 
According to Vice Presi-
dent of  Enrollment and Stu-
dent Success Aaron Meis, the 
decision to keep tuition at an 
annual rate of  $42,460 was 
prompted by the flux mar-
ketplace for higher education 
brought on by the pandemic. 
“High school students are 
thinking about delaying col-
lege and current students 
are thinking about taking a 
semester to a year off,” Meis 
said. “Both groups are also 
very price sensitive because 
of  the recent economic impact 
on their families.” 
Meis also addressed the 
fact that perspective and cur-
rent have concerns about 
the mode of  instruction and 
how it has been impacted by 
safety protocols surrounding 
COVID-19.  
“We’ve done a relatively 
good job of  delivering hy-
brid instruction, or at least we 
think we have, anyway,” Meis 
said. “But when the pricing 
committee was putting to-
gether their initial recommen-
dation, they were looking at 
the two groups just taking a 
semester off  to let things re-
turn to normal.”
While tuition will remain 
the same, room and board will 
increase to $13,580 per year. 
According to Phil Chick, 
vice president of  financial ad-
ministration, the university 
considered the decision for a 
long time. 
“The issue was we didn’t 
take a price increase last year,” 
Chick said. “Our costs have 
gone up. Not drastically, but 
they went up around cleaning 
supplies in common areas… 
and cost increases from our 
food supplier that we had to 
cover.”
Chick continued, saying 
that the university really 
could not go two years with-
out increasing the price of  
room and board. 
“We didn’t take on last year. 
If  we didn’t take on last year, 
we might not have taken on 
this year,” he said.    
Chick also explained that 
this tuition freeze will not 
hold for long. Since there is 
no increase this year, the cost 
of  tuition will likely increase 
next year. 
“We’re eating it now be-
cause we didn’t raise it last 
year, but we’ll raise it (next 
fall),” Chick said. “We’ll still 
be a little bit behind where we 
would like to be, but it’s not 
something we expect to catch 
up on automatically.”
The decision to hold tu-
ition was not only to retain 
students who were thinking 
about taking a semester off, 
but also an effort to help fam-
ilies out and remain competi-
tive when compared to similar 
institutions. Meis also stated 
that the university has allo-
cated more financial aid for 
current students as well as 
prospective students. 
Commenting further on the 
financial context surround-
ing the decisions in regards 
to tuition, Meis mentioned 
that Xavier is a tuition-driv-
en institution. This contrasts 
a more established school like 
Harvard that has a large en-
dowment it can draw on. 
“We have to have students 
to pay our bills, but we also 
have to make sure that our 
pricing is right so that we can 
recruit students to Xavier,” 
Meis said. “Additionally, we 
have to operate at a nominal 
surplus. We can’t operate at a 
deficit because we have to use 
that surplus to invest in capi-
tal, maintain our facilities and 
pay our debt.”
Students, while showing 
gratitude for the steady tui-
tion rate, also wanted the uni-
versity to consider different 
measures that could benefit 
future students. 
“It’s a good thing, obvious-
ly. But I wish it was some-
thing they could normalize,” 
senior Jenna Messner said. 
“They should really consider 
locking in tuition for all four 
years. It allows people to bet-
ter plan and it’s better for the 
environment that we are in.”  
Echoing the sentiment, se-
nior Kelly Delano noted that 
other schools who compete 
with Xavier for enrollment 
The Xavier Pricing Committee has decided to hold tuition at its annual rate of $42,460 for the 2021-22 
academic year in order to meet the challenges faced by perspective and current students during the pandemic. 
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have tuition policies that help 
keep costs down for students.
“I know schools like Day-
ton routinely increase scholar-
ships and financial aid as they 
increase tuition,” Delano said. 
“I was deciding between Day-
ton and Xavier when I was in 
high school, so that was some-
thing that almost pushed me 
(towards Dayton).”
Decisions about the cost of  
tuition start in Xavier Pricing 
Committee, which includes 
representatives from various 
offices within the university. 
Members of  the committee 
include Associate Provost and 
Chief  Student Affairs Officer 
Dave Johnson, Director of  
Auxiliary Services Bill Mo-
ran, Associate Vice President 
of  Enrollment Management 
and Student Success Kelly 
Pokrywka as well as Professor 
of  Economics David Yi.
After the committee as-
sembles a recommendation on 
the price of  tuition, it goes to 
president Micheal J. Graham, 
S.J., for approval.
Further information about 
tuition and financial aid is 
available on the Xavier web-
site. 
Even though the price of tuition will remain stagnant this year, it is 
expected to increase next year to offset costs and remain competitive.
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Maker Mondays allow students to turn their tech-driven ideas into reality
Makerspace mines for diamonds
The Makerspace is offering 
interactive events where stu-
dents can export their mine-
craft creations straight from 
their imaginations. 
With the hopes of  increas-
ing student involvement, 
Maker Mondays highlight 
different aspects of  the Mak-
erspace through interactive 
designing and crafting on the 
first floor of  the McDonald 
Library. 
The first event of  the se-
mester, hosted Monday, fo-
cused on the 3D printing 
capabilities within the Maker-
space. 
The event gave the students 
the opportunity to print their 
self-made mansions, buildings 
and other things from the 
popular game, Minecraft. 
In order to export their mi-
necraft creations, student will 
need to export their creations 
into a file that can be 3D print-
ed using the free real-time 
render application, Mineways. 
more detailed instructions can 
be found on the Makerspace 
website. 
Digital Initiatives Librari-
an Christian Sheehy explained 
the logic behind this initiative.
“It makes sense to intro-
duce concepts of  3D design 
using a tool such as Minecraft 
that people are already using 
and are comfortable with,” he 
said. 
The main goal of  the Mak-
erspace is to aid students’ 
understanding of  the equip-
ment. 
To avoid the struggles stu-
dents often face, the website 
of  the Makerspace offers tu-
torials demonstrating how 
students may download their 
mansions, create a file and 
send it to the Makerspace for 
3D printing, an opportunity 
students still possess. 
“I am enthusiastic about it 
and similar types of  things 
we could do to show people 
how awesome the library is 
and how wonderful the Mak-
erspace is,” Sheehy said  
Also, Sheehy discussed the 
upcoming Monday events. 
The next event is “Make a 
Card for Your Valentine.” 
Highlighting the advanced 
card-making machines, this 
experience allows students to 
utilize the free supplies to con-
struct Valentine’s Day cards. 
Students can visit the Mak-
erspace Feb. 8-11 from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. to make their valen-
tines something special. 
Other future events include 
making keychains, coasters, 
buttons and magnets. More 
information on these events 
can be found on the Maker-
space website. 
This April, the makers 
space will celebrate it’s 5 year 
anniversary. 
With the expansion from 
being open three days a week 
to four, reserve the space via 
the Makerspace website and 






Thomas Wehby, former SGA President, up-
dated the senate body on the projects proposed 
in 2020. These included the nine-hole frisbee 
golf  course, removable road posts by Brock-
man Circle, a solar powered charging station 
near Bellarmine Chapel and seasonal ham-
mocks throughout Xavier’s green space.  
     
The acts of  vandalism on Jan. 30 were ad-
dressed as were possible actions SGA might 
take in order to encourage support, account-
ability and student unity.    
 
Committees and committee chairs were con-
firmed.
COURTESY OF CHLOE SALVESON 
GDST professor writes book on navigating crisis
Dr. Mich Nyawalo, associ-
ate professor of  GDST, host-
ed a Zoom Q&A session on 
friday for his new book Teach-
ing in Times of  Crisis: Applying 
Comparative Literature in the 
Classroom. 
Nyawalo was hired last 
year as one of  Xavier’s first 
and only GDST professors.
According to Nyawalo, the 
factor that led him to accept 
a teaching position at Xavier 
stemmed from the universi-
ty’s commitment to communi-
ty engagement. 
Nyawalo stated that the of-
fices and structures at Xavier 
have allowed him to engage 
in meaningful interactions 
around campus. 
He also noted that the field 
of  comparative literature has 
interested him throughout his 
career. 
“(Comparative literature) 
gave me meaning and enabled 
me to make sense of  struc-
tures of  inequity, violence and 
systemic forms of  discrimina-
tion I witnessed around me,” 
Nyawalo said. “In classes, it 
gives me a sense of  purpose 
and has enabled me to help my 
students make sense of  their 
reality.” 
Dr. Nyawalo’s Ph.D. in 
comparative literature served 
as a source of  inspiration for 
his book that’s written from 
the perspective of  someone 
who is a comparatist. 
“The central motivation of  
a comparatist is to analyze a 
given thing and look at that 
phenomenon in relation to 
another,” Nyawalo said. “You 
can get insights that are pro-
ductive that maybe you would 
not otherwise easily arrive.” 
Nyawalo cited different 
examples of  crises, such as 
COVID-19, protests and the 
storming of  the Capitol.
“What is our role, how do 
we capitalize on our discipline 
and what do we do to help 
people get insights on our 
current states of  crisis.” askes 
Nyawalo.  
The introduction of  Dr. 
Nyawalo’s book tries to ad-
dress the myth of  American 
exceptionalism. 
“There is this idea that the 
U.S. is this ‘exceptional’ coun-
try… and then the storming 
of  the Capitol happens… part 
of  what comparatists do is say 
‘We are not exceptional.’ In 
order to say that your country 
is comparable to others is to 
deny that myth of  exception-
alism,” he explained. 
The act of  not only learn-
ing about cultural diversity, 
but embracing differences and 
similarities, is a goal that Dr. 
Nyawalo’s writings of  and his 
teaching in the classroom. 
His students are expected 
to hear and understand sto-
ries, hopes, despairs and more 
from people who live in coun-
tries the U.S. may be negative-
ly portrayed by different  me-
dia outlets. 
“I want students to ques-
tion the politician who says 
we should bomb Iran to the 
Stone Age,” Nyawalo said. “I 
BY MORGAN MILES 
want to humanize people who 
pray differently, live different-
ly and love differently.” 
The book also ventures 
deeper into similar concepts. 
During the Virtual Q&A, 
Nyawalo went into detail 
about individual chapters 
with examples tied to experi-
ences of  formerly teaching at 
an Appalachian university. 
Teaching in Times of  Crisis: 
Applying Comparative Litera-
ture in the Classroom is avail-
able to buy online in hardback 
or as an eBook.
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MIT researchers discovered a method for spinach plants to send emails.
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“The Weirdest, Wackiest and Wildest News of the Week!”
General Motors’ (GM) 
Chief  Executive, Mary T. 
Barra, announced that the 
company will aim to sell only 
zero-emission cars and trucks 
by the year 2033. 
GM has already invested 
$17 billion in two new elec-
tric vehicles (EVs), to be tak-
en to market by 2025. It has 
also announced plans to build 
a factory in Lordstown, Ohio 
that will produce batteries for 
the new slate of  vehicles and 
bring 1,100 jobs to the area.  
The most recent announce-
ment is likely a reaction to two 
political events: China’s recent 
announcement that most ve-
hicles need to be electric pow-
ered in the next 15 years and 
the Biden administration’s 
string of  executive orders on 
issues surrounding climate 
change and emissions. 
The New York Times re-
ported that Washington lob-
byists for other auto-makers 
and energy companies view 
the move as a way to build 
more political rapport with 
the new administration as the 
auto industry looks to negoti-
ate a new fuel economy stan-
dard. 
The Sustainability Director 
at GM, Dane Parker, pushed 
back on that notion, stating 
that the trends in the economy 
and the motivation to build a 
more sustainable company 
were the reasons for the an-
nouncement. 
Echoing that sentiment, 
Xavier’s Economics and Sus-
tainability chair and member 
of  the sustainability com-
mittee Dr. Nancy Bertaux 
stated that the goal was both 
well within reach for GM and 
makes sense economically.  
“I think they will (reach 
their goal). I think they 
should,” she said. “They need 
to. Just take a look at what is 
happening around the world.” 
Bertaux cited the state of  
California, one of  the largest 
automotive markets in the 
U.S., which will prohibit the 
sale of  cars that use internal 
combustion engines (ICE) as 
another example of  the mar-
ket forces that are pushing car 
manufactures toward electric 
vehicles. 
Bertaux, a driver of  elec-
tric vehicles herself, stated 
that electric vehicles are al-
ready starting to make a lot 
of  sense for consumers. 
“People are looking for per-
formance, efficiency and low 
cost. There’s not much else 
really. The reduction in emis-
sion and pollution is almost a 
bonus at that point,” she said.
She went on to say that 
maintenance costs for EVs are 
much lower than conventional 
ICE vehicles. 
That said, the biggest con-
cern about the viability of  
EVs is the infrastructure. 
According to Bertaux, action 
must be taken by private com-
panies and the government.
Bertaux noted the Ford 
plan to build a fast charging 
network of  EVs in prepara-
tion for its plans to launch an 
electric version of  its popular 
F-series pickup trucks. She 
also stated that a government 
infrastructure project would 
be more than achievable. “Of  
course we can. We went to 
the moon!” Bertaux exclaimed 
when asked if  the U.S. could 
build a fast charging network 
soon. “It’s a no brainer.” 
Bertaux said that current 
government incentives for EV 
purchases can be a mixed bag. 
She stated that federal tax 
credits helped her make the 
jump to EVs. She also stated 
that her sister received a state 
level tax credit from Oregon 
to incentivise their purchase. 
“In Ohio, however, there 
are no incentives. They also 
have me pay an extra $500 per 
year because I don’t pay gas 
taxes,” Bertaux said. “I think 
that is ridiculous because the 
pollution costs of  the gas ve-
hicle are a whole lot more.” 
Currently, Xavier has one 
EV charging station on cam-
pus. It was built using money 
given by a City of  Cincinnati 
grant in 2018 as a part of  a 
Green Cincinnati Plan initia-
tive.      
The Lighter Side
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GM aims for green energy goals
GM plans to emit zero emissions by 2033, other auto companies follow suit
BY JOSEPH COTTON
Campus News Editor
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I am saddened and ap-
palled at the sight of  fascism 
amongst us after seeing the 
stickers left by the Patriot 
Front and the Black Lives 
Matter banner. One of  the 
stickers depicted the fascist 
symbol of  a bundle of  arrows. 
Such is a direct derivation 
from the “fasces” (from the 
Latin fascis,) is a word that is 
the etymological stem of  the 
word “fascism.”
 The fasces was a bundle of  
rods with an axe projecting, 
carried by lictors before the 
Roman magistrates as a sym-
bol of  power of  life and death. 
It’s also carried by Cincinnat-
us in his statue in the city of  
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
In the Middle Ages, the 
rods in the bundle became a 
bundle of  arrows, as it can be 
seen in the badge of  the uni-
fied kingdoms of  Castile and 
Aragon in the late 15th cen-
tury. 
It still symbolized national 
unity and strength in many 
national emblems. That’s ex-
actly what the rods repre-
sent in the eagle’s claw on the 
American seal designed in the 
late 18th century, under the 
It’s easy to feel satisfied 
after voting someone in or 
out of  office. There’s a sense 
of  relief  when you have pol-
iticians in office who align 
more with your views than 
the other guy. 
After that, it’s easy to stop 
paying attention to what’s 
happening in the political 
and global sphere, because 
you don’t have to worry as 
much about what your rep-
resentative will do. That’s 
when most people stop per-
forming activism. They’re 
less likely to hear about it in 
the news, and they’ll usual-
ly assume that the problem 
is somewhat solved because 
they trust the person in of-
fice.
Minority issues are often 
highlighted by candidates 
during election years to jus-
tify why there needs to be a 
change in leadership. It’s also 
when the problems of  the 
past administration are put 
on a pedestal. The height-
ened emphasis on these is-
sues leads people to be more 
socially aware because of  a 
heightened emphasis placed 
on them. But outside of  elec-
tion years, these problems 
are left to the wayside of  the 
discourse.
Generally, the public 
doesn’t pay much attention 
to or engage with minority 
issues. This could be because 
they have the privilege not 
to notice, they’re too busy to 
focus on them, they find pay-
ing attention to be detrimen-
tal to their mental well being 
or a combination of  those. 
Speaking from person-
al experience, it was really 
dismaying to see tragedies 
around the world occur and 
the lack of  a substantial re-
sponse. It’s way too easy to 
“doomscroll” and become too 
immersed in the problems of  
the world to the point where 
everything seems hopeless.
However, it’s still import-
ant for us to be informed on 
the issues and crises in the 
world because, without at-
tention, they won’t get bet-
ter. With all of  the news 
going on across the country 
and throughout the world, 
problems fall out of  the 
news cycle quickly or don’t 
show up at all because they 
aren’t seen as important. 
Paying attention to what’s 
happening in the world also 
prevents the belief  in fake 
news. When you aren’t pay-
ing attention, it’s easy to be 
misled into believing lies, 
only use your unwillingness 
to look outside what you’re 
told or only trust your  basic 
understanding of  a subject 
over what the experts say.
Acknowledging that the 
problem exists is a good 
first step, but it shouldn’t be 
the only step. Spreading the 
word through social media 
definitely helps make more 
people aware of  the issue. 
Further action should be 
taken through community 
organization and reaching 
out to members of  Con-
gress. Those last two take 
consistent energy to achieve, 
so it might be asking a bit 
much.
Complacency and acedia 
are major obstacles to fixing 
issues that face people of  col-
or, queer and neurodivergent 
people. The lack of  visibility 
in the common media leads 
to these 
i s s u e s 
g o i n g 
u n a d -
dressed.
T h i s 
a l s o 
veers into accountability for 
politicians. People don’t like 
to critique politicians that 
politically align with them 
out of  fear of  giving more 
power to the other side or 
discrediting their own side. 
These politicans should 
be criticized, because that 
makes them more likely to 
be accountable to the public.
A new administration 
doesn’t mean that the prob-
lems that affect people go 
away instantly. They could 
be delayed due to a bipartisan 
government or ignored be-
cause the candidate believes 
they don’t need to reach out 
to that community anymore.
They could even be ignored 
becasue politicans are fo-
cused on other issues they 
believe are more important. 
W e 
n e e d 
c o m -
m u n i t y 
a c t i o n 
and to 
continue 
furthering political action 
and education. 
motto “E pluribus Unum.”
 Thus, after the American 
and French revolutions, many 
other modern nations founded 
in the 18th and 19th centuries, 
such as Bolivia, Ecuador and 
Cuba, included the fasces or 
the bundle of  arrows in their 
seals as a symbol of  unity 
and strength. But, that sym-
bolic value has substantially 
changed in modern times. 
I n 
1 9 3 4 , 
the fas-




the bundle of  arrows in their 
flag, and since then it has be-
come an exclusive symbol of  
fascist organizations. The Pa-
triot Front might try to con-
ceal it by alleging that their 
display of  the bundle of  ar-
rows refers to the meaning in 
the American seal rather than 
to the fascist tradition. That 
would be a fallacy; no politi-
cal group today chooses to use 
the fasces or the bundle of  ar-
rows innocently.
Symbols are powerful cul-
tural tools of  communication 
that evolve and change over 
time, but its meaning is un-
mistakable at each historical 
moment within the symbol’s 
culture. Thus, an ancient San-
skrit symbol of  life and re-
birth, such as the swastika, be-
came a symbol of  horror and 
death in 20th century Germa-
ny. No one in our culture today 
could dissociate the swastika 








of  life.” 
The latter example is anal-
ogous to the bundle of  arrows. 
Both swastikas and the bundle 
of  arrows are terrifying sym-





k n o w 
a n y 
members 
of  the Patriot Front, but I ad-
dress them now. I grew up in 
the left-wing dictatorship of  
Fidel Castro in Cuba and then 
the right-wing dictatorship 
of  Pinochet in Chile. I know 
the pits of  anti-democratic 
systems. 






on campus suggested that fas-
cism is an alternate option for 
communism. This is another 
fallacy for two reasons. 
First, each of  these two 
“options” convey strong an-
ti-democratic values, and nei-
ther one of  them have proven 
to be good for any society. The 
second reason is that there is 
no “communist” threat among 
us, but there is a fascist one 
that exacerbates racism, xe-
nophobia, nationalism and mi-
sogyny. 
P r o -
m o t i n g 




versal healthcare or free ed-
ucation is not communism; it 
is fundamental human rights, 
human decency.
I personally know that, at 
some point, there might be 
good or well-intentioned, peo-
ple inside 
a wrong 
— or even 
an evil — 
o r g a n i -
zation, at 
least for 
a while. If  any member of  
the Patriot Front had a valid 
claim, any good political in-
sight, it is immediately neu-
tered by the fascist cloak. 
If  you feel you are a good 
decent person, then leave the 
Patriot Front and join the rest 
of  us. Join me, in a frank open 
talk.
Dr. Luciano Cruz is 
a teaching professor 
of Spanish at Xavier 
University. Dr. Cruz 
is a guest writer for 
Newswire. 
On the bundle of arrows
year exploratory ma
jor. They are a staff 
writer for Newswire 
from Leesburg, Va. 
The problem of complacency 
There is no “communist” 
threat among us, but there is 
a fascist one that exacerbates 
racism, xenophobia, national-
ism and misogyny. 
Complacency and acedia are 
that people of  color, queer and 
neurodivergent people have to 
deal with. 
I grew up in the left-wing dic-
tatorship of  Fidel Castro in Cuba 
and then the right-wing dictator-
ship of  Pinochet in Chile. I know 
the pits of  anti-democratic sys-
tems. 
Promoting social equality, an-
ti-racism, universal healthcare 
or free education is not commu-
nism; it is fundamental human 
rights, human decency.
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A memo to White people 
As a White person from 
a small White town living 
in White America, I’m tell-
ing us, all White people, that 
we should not be critiquing 
how and when oppressed 
people react to centuries of  
state-sanctioned violence.
As “A memo to Black Lives 
Matter” does, let’s call upon 
the late Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. 
Dr. King stated in a 1968 
speech at Grosse Pointe High 
School, titled “The Other 
America”: 
“Riot is the language 
of  the unheard. And what 
is it America has failed to 
hear?...It has failed to hear 
that the promises of  free-
dom and justice have not 
been met. And it has failed 
to hear that large segments 
of  White society are more 
concerned about tranquili-
ty and the status quo than 
about justice and humani-
ty.”
The opinion article, pub-
lished on Jan. 28, titled “A 
memo to Black Lives Matter’’ 
encompasses exactly what 
King was invoking: many of  
us White people are more con-
cerned with passivity, non-vi-
olence and respectability in 
the face of  highly-publicized 
Black suffering and death.
“A memo To Black Lives 
Matter,’’ and White people 
more broadly, expect op-
pressed people to engage with 
the process of  respectabili-
ty politics. By encouraging 
respectability politics, we as 
white people are saying, “We 
will only care for your cause if  
you do it our way.” We are say-
ing, “I know your people are 
dying, I know you are living 
through constant state-spon-
sored violence, but because 
you will not protest in a way 
I deem respectable, I can no 
longer support your cause.” 
White people should not 
and do not have the power to 
fashion themselves as allies to 
Black people when their al-
lyship is dependent on Black 
people protesting their own 
experiences with violence in 
a manner White people deem 
respectable and worthy of  at-
tention. 
Even during the height of  
the Civil Rights Movement, 
where non-violence was a 
primary practice, that non 
violence was still not good 
enough for us. We did not 
deem the Civil Rights Move-
ment and its commitment to 
non violence respectable be-
cause it disrupted our White 
worlds. Now, believe that the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
is not respectable because 
it, too, disrupts our White 
worlds.
This reductive represen-
tation of  the Civil Rights 
Movement further harms not 
only our understanding of  
history and the significance 
of  the movement, but also the 
legacy of  the very activists 
who fought for liberation by 
any means possible. 
T h e 
fight is 
far from 
o v e r . 
S o l e l y 
h i g h -
lighting 
f i g u r e s 
whose stories have been wa-
tered down to align with a 
narrow understanding of  
liberation movements does a 
disservice to those who orga-
nized within their communi-
ties and departed from White 
supremacist, capitalist modes 
of  living. This includes many 
members of  the Black Pan-
ther Party and other revolu-
tionaries. 
The idealization of  nonvi-
olent direct action overlooks 
the work that activists carry 
out today. Countless scholars 
and activists have dedicated 
their lives to decarceration 
and other forms of  overcom-
ing anti-Black violence that 
pervade all aspects of  Amer-
ican life. 
To overlook the inherent 
violence that Black people 
face is to blatantly disregard 
those who work tirelessly to 
dismantle the institutions that 
enact violence upon Black peo-
ple day in and day out. This is 
seen from housing to health-
care and  from unemployment 
to mass incarceration.
Xavier is not immune to 
racism. It is not immune to 
White supremacy. It is not 
immune to the violence of  
anti-Blackness. Racism at 
Xavier is not always as overt 
as White supremacist calling 
cards on light posts and the 
vandalism of  banners sup-
porting Black lives. It is often 
covert; it is often missed by 
the White students on campus 
but never missed by the Black 
students. Sometimes it’s com-
ments in the classroom; some-
times it’s opinion pieces in the 
student newspaper. Building a 
better Xavier — an anti-racist 
Xavier — should be the com-
mitment of  all our students. 
White students should 
first look introspectively by 
Three seniors — Alex 
Ackerman, Kate Roach 
and Gabriella Scolio — 
are guest writers for 
Newswire. 
Joseph Cotton is a ju-
nior Philosophy, Pol-
itics and the Public 
and economics double 
major. He is the Cam-
pus News Editor for 
Newswire from Dear-
born, Mich. 
interrogating their own an-
ti-Blackness, their own rac-
ism, their own bias.
Our efforts as White peo-
ple, especially at Xavier, would 
be better served looking to-
ward the work being done on 
our campus by Black students. 
These students commit their 
time and energy to ensure 
that the institution cares for 
them in the fight to hold the 
institution accountable. 
We would be best served to 
look towards Black leadership 
in the Cincinnati community 
and to follow their lead. We 
would be best served to not 
opine on the methods of  pro-
testing a system and violence 
from which we reap the ben-
efits. 
We would be best served 
educating ourselves by read-
ing, listening and lending our 
labor to movements for liber-
ation.
Want to respond?




The year was 2009. I was 
at my friend’s house about 
two days after Christmas, 
playing with Nerf  guns and 
toy lightsabers when I heard 
the phone ring in the kitch-
en. We pretended like it was 
some alarm in the Separatist 
cruiser that we were fight-
ing our way through.
The backdrop of  our bat-
tle was a bit more somber 
than you might assume. My 
friend’s father had recently 
lost his job. It was a story 
that was all too familiar to 
a boy living near Detroit in 
the aftermath of  the 2008 fi-
nancial crisis. I had already 
had to say goodbye to some 
of  my other friends whose 
parents had to move across 
the country to find work, but 
not my best friend. We both 
knew that any time we spent 
together could be our last.
Little did we know that 
phone call was a miracle from 
the heavens. My friend’s dad 
had just been offered a new 
job in the area. Crisis avert-
ed, captain!
My experience living in 
the economic flux that was 
the late 2000s was by far one 
of  the most formative expe-
riences in my life. It is the 
reason I study politics and 
economics today. As I tried 
to understand what was way 
beyond my comprehension 
at the time, I would reli-
giously watch the local news 
and CNN to try to figure out 
what the heck happened.
What felt so existential 
about that time was not only 
that good people could lose 
almost everything through 
no fault of  their own, but also 
that powerful people could 
play with the livelihoods of  
so many people and escape 
ultimately unscathed, even if  
they could only rent out Dis-
ney World every three years 
instead of  every two.
Now, fast forward to 2020, 
and this GameStop (GME) 
stock situation is the best. I 
have only really felt this way 
twice; the first being during 
Lin-Sanity when an Asian 
American was lighting up 
the NBA and the second be-
ing when “Gangnam Style” 
was number one on bill-
board. The joy of  seeing my 
‘team’ winning will always 
stick with me.
The GME situation is a 
defining moment in history 
that will have big ramifica-
tions on financial markets 
across the world. What is 
beautiful about the situation 
is that regular people have 
actually won back a lot of  
ground that has been lost in 
the past thirty years.
Melvin Capital, one of  
the hedge funds most deep-
ly affected by the situation, 
required a massive bailout 
from other hedge funds. 
Furthermore, any capi-
tal group looking to do the 
short squeeze technique that 
burned Melvin will think 
twice about doing so.
But the most consequen-
tial outcome of  this situation 
will likely be tighter regula-
tions on trading. If  they im-
plement more regulations 
on dubious practices, that’s 
a good thing, even if  it took 
regular people breaking the 
‘rules’ for it to be implement-
ed.
And to all the news outlets 
defending the hedge funds 
who lost big, just let us have 
this one victory. Societies are 
built on cooperation, so con-
sider looking out for the boy 
in Detroit who just wants to 
invade star cruisers with his 
Vive la révolution, Gamestop
We did not deem the Civil Rights 
Movement and its commitment to 
non-violence respectable because it 
disrupted our White worlds, and we 
believe [the same about] the Black 
Lives Matter movement because it, 
too, disrupts our White worlds.
best bud.
But ultimately, the GME 
craze will come to an end 
and life will resume as nor-
mal, just as it did for the 
New York Knicks. But in 30 
years we can all look back on 
this and say, “That was the 
freakin’ best.”
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Women’s volleyball goes 1-1 to open season
it wasn’t even close,” Steele 
said. 
With freshman Colby 
Jones out due to COVID-19 
protocols, junior Adam Kun-
kel slid into the starting line-
up and had one of  his best 
games of  the season, putting 
up 15 points and knocking 
down three three-pointers. 
Graduate transfer Nate 
Johnson (14 points) knocked 
down two of  his four threes 
early to help the Musketeers 
race out to a 29-14 lead with 
just over eight minutes to go 
in the first half. 
Xavier led by 12 at the half  
and extended their lead to 20 
by racing out on a 10-2 run 
to start the second half, which 
was highlighted by threes 
from both Kunkel and John-
son. 
Butler then clawed back in, 
going on a 13-0 run to cut the 
Xavier lead to seven points 
at 47-40. Butler eventually 
got the lead down to four, but 
Scruggs took over. He scored 
five straight points and ex-
tended the Musketeer’s lead 
to nine. 
Xavier ended the game on 
a 9-2 run to take home the 68-
55 win and improve to 4-2 in 
the Big East.
Defensively, the Muske-
teers held Butler to 34% 
Newswire 
Xavier beats Butler, goes on pause again
shooting and just 20% from 
three point range. Xavier 
held Jair Bolden, Butler’s best 
shooter, to just 2-9 from be-
yond the arc as the Bulldogs 
only made five of  their 25 at-
tempted threes.
“I thought Nate John-
son did a tremendous job of  
chasing [Bolden] around. He 
was tremendous, but I also 
thought Zach Freemantle, 
Jason Carter, Bryan Griffin, 
even C.J. Wilcher did a great 
job helping Nate,” Steele said.
On Monday, Xavier got 
hit with more unfortunate 
news concerning a positive 
COVID-19 test from a mem-
ber of  Xavier’s tier-one per-
sonnel. 
Wednesday’s game against 
DePaul was postponed, and 
then Sunday’s game against 
Villanova was also postponed 
due to contact tracing and 
further positive tests. This 
current pause is Xavier’s 
third this season. 
Xavier’s next scheduled 
game is on Feb. 11 at home 
against DePaul, but given two 
additional positive tests from 
tier-one personnel during 
Tuesday’s testing, that game 
is not guaranteed to be played 
as scheduled. 
Newswire
Xavier women’s volleyball 
started their season this past 
weekend, beating Bellarmine 
on the road 3-1 before drop-
ping a home match against 
Marshall 3-2. 
Xavier came from behind 
in the first set against Bel-
larmine, trailing 15-9 before 
making a run to win 25-23. 
 Xavier also took the sec-
ond and the fourth set, only 
dropping the third set in the 
win. 
Sophomore outside hitter 
MaryAnn O’Toole posted 12 
kills and 16 digs, one of  four 
Musketeers with 10 or more 
digs. 
In her team debut, fresh-
man middle blocker Delaney 
Hogan tied O’Toole for the 
team lead with 12 kills. As 
a team, Xavier outpaced the 
Knights in blocks at 13-7 and 
assists at 6-3.
The win at Bellarmine was 
followed by a back-and-forth 
game against Marshall on 
Sunday at Cintas Center. 
Xavier started strong, 
winning the first set by nine 
points at 25-24 and the third 
set 25-19. 
The second set was close-
ly contested, with Marshall 
winning 25-23. Marshall also 
won the fourth and the fifth 
sets, by scores of  25-21 and 
15-12, respectively.  
The Musketeers finished 
with eight more points, eight 
more kills, three more blocks, 
13 more assists and 14 more 
digs than Marshall, but Mar-
shall still managed to walk 
away with the victory. 
Xavier had a few key play-
ers who played well against 
Marshall. 
O’Toole led the game with 
19 kills while also contribut-
ing two assists to go along 
with 23 digs. Fellow sopho-
more, setter Carrigan O’Reil-
ly and junior middle blocker 
Jayda Carlton, contributed 
four blocks apiece, with Ho-
gan adding three herself. 
Sophomore Libero Alyssa 
Overbeck led the Musketeers 
with 32 digs, while Xavier 
also got 24 digs from fresh-
man Libero Stevie Wolf.
Delaney Hogan was named 
After being on pause due 
to COVID-19, for the first 
time in 20 days, Xavier men’s 
basketball played, taking on 
Butler at Hinkle Fieldhouse. 
The Musketeers started 
fast and never looked back, 
beating the Bulldogs 68-55 
to improve to 11-2, and most 
importantly, become eligible 
for the NCAA Tournament 
with 13 games played. 
“Our guys were ready to 
play,” Xavier Head Coach 
Travis Steele said after the 
win. “I thought we had a cou-
ple really good days of  prac-
tice leading up to Butler. Our 
guys were really, really locked 
in,” Steele continued. 
Senior Paul Scruggs, play-
ing in his hometown of  Indi-
anapolis, led Xavier with 24 
points, 11 of  them coming in 
the first eight minutes. 
“Being back home is always 
special, and then also to get a 
road win at home in front of  
your family, that’s just amaz-
ing,” Scruggs said. 
“I thought Paul played like 
a first team All-Conference 
player tonight. He was the 
best player on the floor and 





Women’s Swimming wins 
Butler Invite, Men run-
ner-ups
After dropping their sea-
son-opening meet at Cin-
cinnati, Xavier women took 
home the title at the Butler 
Invite, The men came in 
second, beating Butler but 
coming in behind Ball State. 
The men and women’s 
teams took home a win in 
a combined 18 events. Both 
men’s and women’s swim-
ming return to the pool on 
Sunday when they travel to 
Miami, Ohio to take on the 
RedHawks.
Men’s soccer scrimmage 
ends in draw
Xavier men’s soccer took 
on Central Michigan in a 
neutral-site scrimmage this 
past weekend that ended in 
a 1-1 draw. Men’s soccer 
will begin their regular 
season Friday, as they travel 
to Johnson City, Tenn. to 
face off  against Eastern 
Tennessee State. 
Busy weekend ahead
Volleyball and men’s and 
women’s swimming resume 
their seasons this week-
end. Meanwhile, men’s and 
women’s tennis and men’s 
soccer begin their seasons 
this weekend. 
Big East Freshman of  the 
Week for volleyball after 
posting 24 kills in the two 
games, along with a .328 hit-
ting percentage.
Xavier women’s volleyball 
returns to Cintas tomorrow 
in a crosstown matchup ver-
sus rival Cincinnati. First 
serve is set for 6 p.m. 
BY WILL PEMBROKE
Assistant Multimedia Editor
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Edwin Porres Jr., a Xavier 
alumnus, has poured his time, 
money and heart into his first 
full length feature film. 
Porres was born in Guate-
mala and came to the U.S. at 
the age of  two. 
He attended Xavier from 
1994-1997, spending his se-
nior year at a different univer-
sity to pursue filmmaking. 
“Acting was always a child-
hood dream of  mine,” Porres 
said. 
“It was at Xavier that I 
started taking steps towards 
it. I was a background per-
former for some of  the Xavi-
er Players productions, and I 
even took acting classes off  
campus.” 
But eventually he made the 
XU alum illustrates ra-
cial injustice in lm
BY ANDREW ZERMAN switch to directing, which be-
came his passion. His first full 
length film, Hóllyweird, func-
tions as a comedy. 
Three scenes of  the movie 
were filmed in his own condo. 
He narrowly dodged a bullet, 
as filming wrapped up shortly 
before COVID-19 shutdowns 
across the nation commenced 
in March. 
Filming for Hollywierd 
started in October of  2016. 
and ended around Nov. 13. 
Porres turned in the movie to 
the distributor in March of  
2020.
“COVID-19 unfortunately 
impacted the theatrical release 
of  the film, but it is available 
for streaming on other plat-
forms. I count my blessings,” 
he said.
It is an indie film that was 
95% funded by him and his 
Newswire staer takes on local Cincy restaurants
BY JOE CLARK
With Xavier being located 
so close to Cincinnati, options 
for places to eat can some-
times feel endless. 
For those days when you 
want to eat out and are sick of  
traditional fast food, these are 
some of  my favorite places to 
eat.
Cincy Steak and 
Lemonade
Located on Vine Street not 
too far from University of  
Cincinnati’s campus, Cincy 
Steak and Lemonade lives up 
to its name by serving deli-
cious steak and cheese sand-
wiches. 
The Crispy Philly Steak 
is definitely a go-to, as is the 
Italian Beef  sandwich. The 
Crispy Philly Steak is basi-
cally a giant steak and cheese 
egg roll, and the crunch into 
the bread mixed with the ten-
derness of  the beef  makes it 
one of  the best sandwiches 
I’ve had. 
Cincy Steak and Lemonade 
also has the best Italian beef  
I’ve tried in Cincinnati, and 
wife. Despite this, he was able 
to acquire a well-rounded 
cast.
 “I was the casting direc-
tor,” Porres said. “The film has 
Michael Knowles, who is from 
The Daily Wire. The film also 
features Jason Stewart who is 
from Birth of  a Nation.”
The movie is set in Los An-
geles in the present day. The 
premise revolves around a 
struggling actor named Steve 
Fernandez (Douglas Spain) 
who is Latino and poised to get 
a Hollywood role of  a Latino 
character. But then Alejan-
dro (Michael J. Knowles), an 
unexpected newcomer to the 
town, arrives. 
Alejandro is not Latino and 
takes center stage as the fa-
vorite for the role. This leads 
to conflict and tension be-
tween the two characters.  
A prominent theme 
throughout the film is minori-
ty representation in Holly-
wood.
 “After #OSCARSSOW-
HITE happened in 2015, I 
felt that there were minorities 
that were not being included 
in the conversation (of  repre-
sentation),” Porres said. “I am 
a Latino myself, and I modi-
fied my original script to be a 
satire about being a Latino in 
Hollywood.”  
Porres hopes to not only 
call for greater minority rep-
resentation in numbers, but 
also for greater character por-
trayal.  
The film crew looked at the 
USC Annenburg Inclusion 
Initiative from 2019. Latinos 
I’ve tried a lot. If  you get the 
Italian beef, make sure you 
have a napkin handy, because 
if  you order it dipped or wet, 
the bread is super soft. 
Similarly, lemonade is de-
licious, comes in a variety of  
flavors and pairs well with ev-
erything on the menu. 
The restaurant is take-
out-only, and while it is open 
during COVID-19, it’s not 
very big, so don’t be surprised 
if  there’s a line out the door, 
especially with social distanc-
ing. 
Poke Hut
Right next to Taft’s Ale 
House sits Poke Hut, a fast-ca-
sual restaurant serving tradi-
tional Poke bowls and a whole 
lot more.
 I probably eat here at least 
once a week because Poke is 
my new favorite thing to eat, 
and their food is always so 
fresh and so good.
If  you make your own Poke 
bowl, you have five different 
options for a base, 15 protein 
options, 19 vegetable options, 
six topping options and sev-
en different sauces to choose 
from. 
Mix and match however 
you’d like, but no matter what 
you get it’s guaranteed to 
make your stomach smile. 
I’m not really big into 
fruity drinks, but Poke Hut’s 
milk tea, fruit tea and refresh-
ers always hit the spot and are 
well worth ordering alongside 
whatever you decide to get. 
Poke Hut is currently 
open for take-out only during 
COVID-19. 
Delhi Palace
If  you like Indian food or 
spicy food, Delhi Palace is 
right up your alley. Located on 
Montgomery Rd., Delhi Pal-
ace has the best tikka masala 
I’ve ever had, but their large 
menu has a ton of  options for 
whatever you might like. 
Their tandoori chicken is 
marinated each night in yo-
gurt and spices, before being 
flame-broiled on skewers and 
is definitely one of  the best 
things on the menu. Don’t 
miss out on their breads ei-
ther, as they have 13 different 
options. 
My personal favorite is the 
saag paneer, which is delicious 
when mixed in with the chick-
en tikka masala. 
The portions are big and 
you can usually get multiple 
meals out of  them, which 
makes their already-low pric-
es even better. Delhi Palace is 
open for dine-in, takeout and 
delivery.
are 18% of  the U.S. popula-
tion, yet they only play 4.5% 
of  parts in movies,” he said. 
“That same study showed that 
61.9% of  Latino characters in 
film were involved in some 
sort of  illegal activity such 
as organized crime and drug 
dealing.”
However, he does show op-
timism for the future of  mi-
nority representation.
 “I am positive that things 
will get better. I think more 
people are speaking out about 
the issue and are being more 
vocal about it,” Porres stated. 
“I’m positive about the bet-
terment of  all minorities in 
America.” 
Porres had one message to 
give to the Xavier communi-
ty: “If  you do have a dream, 
no matter what it is, it is pos-
sible. If  someone else has a 
dream of  making a movie or 
whatever that dream may be 
- it is tough, no matter what 
you do. But if  you really have 
a passion for it and if  you 
really work hard and are or-
ganized, then you can turn it 
into a reality.”
He hopes to produce an-
other film in the near future, 
with the intent of  filming it in 
Guatemala. His current film is 
available to stream on Roku, 
Amazon, YouTube, Tubi and 
Vimeo.
A&E SINGLES
Feb. 3: 2021 Golden Globe Awards 
nominees announced 
Feb. 3: Mariah Carey sued by her 
sister for $1.25 million after the re-
lease of  her 2020 memoir
Feb. 1: Tony Bennett reveals he has 
Alzheimer’s
Feb. 1: Saved by the Bell actor Dustin 
Diamond dies from cancer at the 
age of  44Jan. 31: Wendy Williams: The 
Movie released
BY GRACE CARLO
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Microso Battered by Insider Trading Scandal
 Tech giant Microso is slated to lose millions amid an insider trading scandal. e culprit, a lead developer for 
the company’s entertainment division, who wishes to remain anonymous, dished out some very sensitive information 
regarding the company’s plans on producing a “monumental piece of technology” that will reportedly “change the 
way our world works.”
 His cohort, 57-year-old New York investment banker Maxitrillien Carmichael was apprehended by local authorities at his oce in 
Manhattan. A sealed envelope on Carmichael’s desk labeled ‘payment’ to the anonymous developer was taken as evidence. When opened, it 
revealed only a single Pikachu Illustrator Pokemon card.
 “So, I’m gonna be honest for a moment,” revealed the developer. “I didn’t fully understand what insider trading was going into this.” 
e disheveled ex-employee was looking for the crown jewel to his extensive collection of trading cards and saw the recent announcement 
at Microso as an opportunity. “e Pikachu Illustrator card is like… the rarest card in existence. I was prepared to trade Maxy three 
rst-edition holographic charizards for it,” the Microso mole stated. Instead, according to the developer, Carmichael kept insisting on 
gaining access to the sensitive information. “So I obviously gave it to him, I’m no big shot banker like him, but I know a good investment 
when I see one.”
 It was earlier today that Microso responded to the controversy, announcing that despite the company’s hard work throughout the 
years, they thought it was best that the Xbox exclusive Guilty Pleasures: A Judicial Dating Simulator (featuring Judge Judy) be delayed until 
the market had time to recover from the incident.                      
Continued on page 23
Aries: Invest in $AMZN — Its 
stock is expected to rise now that 
its CEO will no longer be a James 
Bond Villain.
Gemini: Buy shares of  $OIL — 
Ironically, a green energy solu-
tions company.
Cancer: Don’t invest in $TSLA 
— The stars think Elon Musk is a 
weirdo, and they don’t like how he’s 
always trying to make a move on 
them.
Leo: Short the housing market 
— The Sun watched The Big Short 
and didn’t really understand it, but 
the guys in the movie seem smart so 
you might as well give it a try. 
Virgo: Don’t invest — Knowing 
your luck, you’d make more money 
just keeping your cash in the bank.
Taurus: Sell your shares of  
$SNAP — Nudes per night 
(NPD) have drastically decreased 
in the past month, a number which 
strongly correlates to the compa-
ny’s stock price. 
Pisces: Buy gold — Even after the 
economy collapses, gold will still be 
useful. It can be used to barter, or 
if you buy ingots, it makes a great 
thrown weapons. 
Aquarius: Buy Dogecoin — This 
cryptocurrency was created as a 
meme and it is already worth more 
than the Venezuelan dollar. 
Capricorn: Sell your shares of  
$COKE and reinvest in $PEP — 
Today for lunch I bought a Sierra 
Mist instead of a Sprite. The revo-
lution starts with us. 
Sagittarius: Invest in $GME — 
The stars put all their eggs in the 
GameStop basket, and now that it’s 
dropping fast, they’re f*cked. You’ve 
gotta help bail them out. 
Libra: Invest in $FCKU — Frack-
ing United is expected to have a 
great quarter.
Scorpio: Burn it all down — The 
stock market wasn’t created for 
you. It was created so the wealthy 
could become massively wealthy. 
Your mission is to destroy the 
system. Show them what happens 
when you mess with a Scorpio. 
     In a desperate bid to regain relevance, 
the Backstreet Boys have decided to cash in 
on both ‘90s nostalgia and the stock market 
asco. Even though their 2019 album DNA 
peaked at No. 1, the band had fallen on hard 
times nancially aer spending all their reve-
nue on hookers and blow. 
     e quintet has decided that with all this 
$GME, $AMC and $DOGE hullabaloo they 
will create their own cryptocurrency. We sat 
down with the boys to gure out why they 
decided to get into the crypto game. 
      Band member AJ Mclean said about the 
move, “Honestly, Reddit stockbros were our 
target audience all along. I think that they 
can really relate to being a bunch of boys 
from the backstreets. I mean if you’re not on 
Wall Street, you’re in the backstreets, am I 
right?” He is.
      e crypto will premiere under the name 
$BOYS, short for the full name BOYCOIN. 
e band seemingly has done this as a 
publicity stunt for their 2021 album Back-
street$BOYS to the Moon. e boys will only 
accept payment for the album in BOYCOIN. 
ey hope $BOYS can get up to $1 by the end 
of the year. 
      Howie Dorough had accusations for the 
group’s formal rival. “I heard NSYNC is try-
ing to short us…” 
Continued on Page 14
     Hydraulic fracturing — or fracking, to be sexy — is happening all around us, every-
day. Yes, it may poison our drinking water, pollute our air and slowly drain the earth’s 
resources. More importantly, it makes me moist. 
     Frack, Marry, Kill is a little game that our editorial sta invented to curb my moisture. 
It’s simple: just pick a person at random, and then choose whether you’d like to spend the 
rest of your life in their loving embrace, have them brought to the copy-editing room and 
“taken care of ” or drilled for precious natural gas. 
     e hot new secretary? Marry. e editor of any competing muck-racking son-of-a-
b*tch newspaper? Kill. Je Bezos? Frack — that blood will be worth a lot some day. 
     Anyway, I encourage your oce to try it (until HR nds out — then you’re certainly 
not going to frack or marry those liberal snowakes). 
Continued on Page 17
On page 11: The stars give you tips on how to stop your wife 
from leaving you because you invested your life savings in 
GameStop.
Frack, Marry,  Kill
Backstreet’s Back on 
Wall Street
By Sebastian Aguilar, ‘90s kid
By More Jenga, Mother-Fracker
By Grin Brammer, 
Economics Expert
e Stars Give You Stock Tips — Because You Need All the Help You Can Get
e ocial logo of BOYCOIN ($BOYS), a new cryptocurrency from 90’s boy band e Backstreet Boys. 
DOGE 22557.60    152.51 0.7%     NESQUIK 6516.72    0.3%     STONKS 600 390.13    0.5%     30-YRS. WAR     3/32, yield 2.7%     EURO $1.17     V-BUCKS $0.01     ROBUX $0.0034
